Sexual abuse of young children.
For an 18-month period, all sexual abuse cases were referred to a project social worker. From her initial interview and the medical records, data were analyzed for 113 children who were 12 years of age or younger. It was found that half were five years or younger and three-fourths of the cases were female children. Reasons were discussed as to why females are more likely to be identified as sexually abused cases. A higher than average rate of gonorrhea was found among the pediatric group studied. While only 44 per cent of abusers were relatives of the abused, almost all (93%) were known to the family. If a relative were the alleged abuser, there was a high probability that it was a father, stepfather, or uncle.